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KEY RESEARCH ACHIEVEMENTS IN

Research on Food and Climate Security

A study by researchers from the Mountain
Societies Research Institute (MSRI), A. Caiser-
man, A. Qadamoy, R. Sidle, and A. Khan, was
published in Agricultural Systems, a prestig-
ious Quartile 1 journal. Combining satellite
crop mapping, farmer interviews, and
climate projections, the study examined
agricultural strategies, groundwater pres-
sure, and climate adaptation in Bamyan,
Afghanistan. The findings provide valuable
evidence for developing more sustainable
farming practices and strengthening food
security in climate-vulnerable mountain
communities.

Research with Global Visibility

Research involving UCA researcher H. Nav-
ruzshoev on declining snowfall, glacier
health, and meltwater resources in the
northwestern Pamirs was published in Com-
munications Earth & Environment, a prestig-
ious Quartile 1 journal within the Nature Port-
folio. This high-profile publication strength-
ens UCA’s international research visibility,
while its findings have important implica-
tions for water security and climate adapta-
tion across Central Asia.

Fostering the Global Mountain Dialogue

UCA played a key role as a partner in the
international conference Global Mountain
Dialogue for Sustainable Development:
Towards the Bishkek+25 Summit, hosted by
the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic. The
conference brought together delegates from
more than 50 countries and around 30 inter-
national organisations. UCA led several ses-
sions on mountain research, sharing exper-
tise on environmental change, water
resources, human mobility, and green
energy and reinforcing its role in sustainable
mountain development.

Advancing UCA's Partnership with FAO

UCA secured a USD 96,525 research grant
from the Food and Agriculture Organisation
of the United Nations (FAO), further advanc-
ing the partnership between the two institu-
tions. Principal Investigator Zarina Elikeeva
of the Institute of Public Policy and Adminis-
tration is leading a nationwide study exam-
ining women'’s participation in Kyrgyzstan’s
agrifood trade. The findings will provide
evidence to strengthen inclusive trade poli-
cies and targeted support programmes.

Science Driving Community Resilience

MSRI researcher Vitalii Zaginaev made a sig-
nificant contribution to community safety by
successfully predicting the outburst of Takyr-
tor Lake in the Nooruz River basin in Kyr-
gyzstan. The early warning enabled the Min-
istry of Emergency Situations of the Kyrgyz
Republic to evacuate two villages and
implement timely mitigation measures.

Building the Capacity of Local Scholars

Aibek Baiymbetov, Research Fellow at
the Cultural Heritage and Humanities Unit
(CHHU), completed his MA in Ethnomusicolo-
gy at Wesleyan University through UCA’s
Central Asian Faculty Development Pro-
gramme (CAFDP) and began a PhD in Ethno-
musicology at the same university within this
programme. His academic journey demon-
strates CAFDP’'s long-term contribution to
developing local scholars and strengthening
research and teaching capacity in Central
Asia. Aibek is also building partnerships with
institutions in the United States and advanc-
ing UCA's mission to preserve and promote
the region’s cultural heritage. Aibek is a film-
maker of award-winning documentary
series in the fields of cultural heritage and
climate change.
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Senior Research Fellow Dr Vitalii Zaginaev operates
a drone while surveying Lake Kol Tor in Kyrgyzstan.

Senior Research Fellow Dr Arnaud Caiserman

conducts fieldwork in the high mountains of Tajikistan,

examining snow conditions and avalanche activity.

Research Fellow Altyn Kapalova leads
a session on traditional Central Asian healing
practices for mental health.
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